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A True 


RELATION 


| OF THE 


—— 


os Or En pa 


| Engagement 
| Of His Majelties Fleer, under 


the Command of His Royal 
Highneſs, withthe Dutch Flee, 


May 28%. 1672. 


My Lord, 

= He frequent command $1 have received 
from your Lordſhip for-an Account 
SF of our late Engagement , cxatenough 
7 (1 to be made publick , do ar laſt end in 
this following Narration , which had 
been ſent you ſooner, if the Weather , 
and many other Accidents that Sea- 
men are lyable to, had not hindred 
us from having ſuch Accounts from 
every Flag , as were neceſlary 
to make up one fit for your Lordſhip, and thoſe you 


intend to impart it to; whom I will {uppoſs to be Land- 
A 2 men, 


% p by = ” 4 
34 cet» 


(2) 

men, for my own excuſe : For, if I were to give ſuch a Re- 
lation as Weald fully iazicfic Seamen, the terms themſclves 
concerning gray bow Wind , &s. without any thing matcri- 
# relating, tothe Netter , wonld be too voluminous, to expect 
it fRowld Trad a Reeder Out of Wapping or Rothorith. All thar 
I pretend 1@, is Bzevity and Truth ; for the fir, I muſt make 
it good as f caa; for the other, I have fuch Witneſſes 23 are 
nagueſtionebte, 


Our whole Fleet being at Anchor in Southwol4-Bay, taking in 
Water, on Tueſday the 28% of Hay, berwixt two and three 
a Clock inthe Morning, the WigdE. by N. aſmall Gile, 
one of our Scouts came in, giving the uſual ſignals of ſeeing the 
Encmy ,z upon which , His Royal Highngſſe immediatly gave 
tho& of Fn ing Anchor, and getting under Sail, which was 
performed wth all the fpecd poffible, conſidering the Short 
warntrg; forbefore Seven the whole Blew Squadron were a Head 
of the Red, and the White aStern, in which order, and at 
which time, the Battle began, the Enemy having the Wind of 
us. The Squadron under Baxkeert being the Van of their Fleet , 
attacked the French , which made the Rear of ours, they both 
ſeparated themſelves from both their Fleets, and fo continued 
engaged out of our ſight a}moſt the whole day, Sailing to the 
Southward : At fir 54nkacrrs came drishly down upon Mon- 
Gent d*x frees, but afterward finding ittoo hot, kept at a greater 
diſtance, 

The Earl of Savdwich with the Blew Squadron in the Van of 
our Plcert , was attacked by Yan Ghent, inthe Rear ot theirs, 
and endeavaring to get the'Wing of the Enemy , found ſo great 
oppoſition , that after having ſunk aMan of War which laid 
him on Board , having above half his men killed , his Ship whol- 
ly diſabled , and having put offtwo Fireſhips, was no longer in 
2 condition to put off the third, which burnther , the only Ship 
weloſt the wholeday : His Lordſhip , and all the Officers, ex- 
cept Capt. Haddock, being loſt with her; of which ſome few or- 

dinary Men that were ſaved by fwimming to aur Shipsand Boats, 
' piveusnd farther Account, 
The Herric, that was one of her ſeconds , commanded by 
"Capt. Drgby , Son tothe Earl of Bre/ol, having put off ſeveral 
Birethips ;- moſt of her Men , her Captain, and almoſt all her 
Injerior Officers flain, fell inrothe hands of the Dutch ; but was 
ina hedlc' time reraken, and ſentfafe into Harbor by Capr. 
Stricklandinthe ellmeth, 
| Sir Tordan , Vice Admire! of the Blew, purſued the de- 
*Aegnhis Atmiral did not live ro.finifh , and ſucceeded in ir, get» 
+ing the Wind of he Encxnic , which heand his Diviſion kept 
| c 


The Body of their Fleet commanded by Monſieur de Rayter, 
attacked the Body of ours, commanded by his Royal Highneſs, 
De RuJter was accompanied by Yan Eſſe, another Admiral , and 
their Seconds, which all ata convenient diſtance fired upon the 
Prince, who being to windward of her own Diviſion , could re- 
ceive little or no aſſiſtance from them 5 the Captain Sir Fohz 
Cox killed,” the Main-top-maſt , Flagſtaff and Standzrd, being 
ſhot down, and the Ship intirely diſabled in three hours time, 
His Royal Highneſs thought ic convenient to change his Ship 
ſo that abour ten a Clock being attended by Menſieur Blanckfort, 
my ſelf, Mr, Aſhton» , Monſieur 4 Puys, and Fohn Thompſon 
his beſt Pilot, he went on Board the St, Mzchael, Sir Robert Holmes 
Commander, and there put up a new Standard, which becauſe of 
the great \moak , could _not be ſeen well enough to beattended 
by his Diviſion, About this time, the Royal Katharine newly 
come from the River with freſh Men, and wanting many of the 
conveniencies neceſſary for her defence , was boarded and taken 
by the Enemy , her Captain Sir Foh» Chichely being carried pri- 
ſoner on Board their Ships; but the Enemy leaving no greac 
number of Men in her, they were aftetwards overpowered by 
ours, who carried the Dutch that/hdd taken her, priſoners, and 
the Ship ſafe into Harbour, His Royal Highneſs continued on 
. his way, attended by the Phenix, Captain Le Nene Commander, 
on Head of him , and the Fairfax Captain Leg Commander, 
and the Yi&ory the Earl of offery Commander cioſe a Stern, till 
afterwards Captain 8srry in the Reſolution , and Sir Fretchevile 
Holles in the Cambridee , came alio on head of us, but were both 
very ſoon diſabled, the latrer having alſo loſt he: Commander , 
the Eail of offory in the YiFory took their places, the Engage- 
meat being very hot all this time, Towards five in the eyen- 
ing His Royal Highneſs oblerving his Ship to fail heavily , the 
London and many of the Vice-Admirals Diviſion having over- 
taken the Sr, Michael, found upon enquiry that ſhe had fix feor 
Water in the Hold, ſo that with the ſame Company he broughe 
thither, except his Pilot, who was killed there, he carried his 
Standard on Board the Londen, Sir Edward Sprage Commander ; 
where after fighting an hour or two with the Ships to Windward, 
they were forced to bear down, and gave opportunity to the 
Duke and Sir Foſeph Fordan to joyn; at which time gc Ruythh 
| put out a Signal , upon which all his Fleet bore down to joyn the 
Zealsnders, who with others, has engaged the French all day, 
who being to Leeward , did as well as it was poſſible for them to 
do with the diſtance, the Dutch being to windward, kept trom 
them, Thus ended the Batcle, and the Day ;5 The Dukewith 
about thirty Sail kept to Windward of the Dutch all night, 
ſanding to the $, E, and found himſelf Rill fo the next morning, 
and ſocontinued till about fix a Clock; when ſeeing ſome Ships 

--B a Stern, 


6 ) 
a Stern, upon ſuppoſition Fa were the Remaindets of our Fleet, 
His Royal Highneſs tacked and ſtood with them, and found thetn | 
to be as He gueſt, and the whole French Squadron with thei, | 
about ſeven he returned to his own Ship, as well re-fitted as was | 
poſſible by the care of Captaiti Narbrongh. - | 
About ren the whole: Fleet wete together, and about twelve 
we ſaw the Dutch ſtanding aftet us, upon which we Tacked, 
having the Weather-gage, and ſtvod to them , in hopes of et. 
gaging them preſently : But when the Van of our Fleet was come 
up to the Body of theirs, they Tacked, and ſtood back rowatds 
their own Coaſts; Notwithſtanditig which we had certainly En- 
gaged them, had we not been prevented abour three a Clock by 
a ſudden Fogg , which laſted till ſix ; and though ir then cleared 
up, it blew ſo freſh, and was ſo lace, and ſo near their Banks, 
that we did not think it ſafe to Attack them , but continued 
failing by them almoſt within Cannon-ſhot e1ll nine ar night , 
when being within a League of the x potty off the Coaſt 
of Zealand, we Tacked, and ſtood till three in the morning to 
the North-weſt, at which time we ſtood back till fix, to fee if 
we could perceive the Enemy , which not diſcovering , we An- 
chored till the Afternoon, that we got under Sail , and ſtood 
back to otir own Coaſt, being very ſtormy weather, 
As for our Loſſes, Beſides the Royal Fames, there is not one 
Ship loſt, though ſeveral Commanders ſlain ; "The Eatl of Saxd- 
wich, Mr, Digby Captain of the Henry, Sir Fretcheville Holles 
Captain of the Cambridge, Sir Fohn Cox Captain of the Privee, 
Captain Pearce of the St. George,Captain Waterworth of the Anne, 
Captain Hannam of the Triumph, Captain Yennes of the Alice 
and Fraxcis Fireſhip, and Monſieur de /a Reubiniere Rear- Admi- 1 
ral of the French, Captain EUot of the York, Captain Ludman of og 
the Monck ; and two of the French Captains, Monſieur dts Ay 
dans, and Monſieur 4s Meſnou are wound:d ; ſeveral Lieutenants 
and inferior Qflicers are killed, whole Names it were too tedious 
4 buſineſs to ſet down, Of the VYolonteers of Note, My Lord 
Maidſtone, Mr, Montague, Mr, Richard Nicholls, and Mr, Roget 
Vaughan, both of his Royal Highneſſes Bedchamber, Mr, 7rew4- 
»ian His Gentleman-Uſher, Sir ?Ph:lip Cartwright, Sir Chatles 
arbord, Captain gromley, Captain benrett,/ Mr, Cotterel, Cap- 
#5 Burgh, Captain Barry, Mr, Naper, Brother to a Scots Lord 
of that Name, Mr, Bowels, le Chevalier de Serand, and le Che- 
wvalier de Bezy are killed; and, -it there are any others, thefr 
Names are not yet come to our Knowledge : Mr, Tufton, Moit- 
ſiear le Comte de Canaples, le Chevalier de Chaſteanmonrant Moti 
fieut E ſcorbiac, Mr, Wren, Mr, Hamilton, Mr, Howard, Mr. 
Skelton, and Mt, Hall ate all Wounded, Mr, Maj hath loft his 
Arm, | 
The Advantage we have over the Enemy conſiſts it a Mat of 
War 


War taken of 48 Guns, calked the Steverey, Commanded by 
one Elzevir z Another taken, bur afterwards ſunck (being Leaky) 
of 52 Guns, called the Foſua, Commanded by Fohn Dyche, A 
Third Sunck by the Earl of Sandwich ; A Fourth by Sir Edward 
Spragg, both betwixr 60 and 70 Guns, a Fireſhip taken, and 
we forced them to Spend moſt of the reſt, without doing us any 
dammage : We have very good grounds to believe we have ſunck 
more, and amongſt the reſt a Flagſhip ; bur, thinking ir beter 
to erre on the modeſt fide, I onely write Matter of Fa& , and, 
leaſt T ſhould break my Word in the other Article, ( I mean of 
Brevity ) I Humbly kiſs your Hands, and am, 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſhips moK Faithful, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 
From on Board the Poince, 
near the Middle Ground, 


Func 6. 1671. H. Savile. 


_—_— 


" He Writer of this Letter could not think fit to mingle in his 
Relation, any Expreſs ions of His Royal Hichneſss Perſo« 
nal Behaviour, becauſe it was prepared for His own ſight : But it is 
moſt certain, That never any Prince, or it may be as truly ſaid, any 
private perſon , was in an Adtion of War , expoſed to more danger 
from the beginning to the end of it ; His Condutt and Preſence of 
Mind, equalling hw fearleſs Courage, and carrying Him to change 
Ht Ship three times, ſetting up the Royal Standard in each of them, 
10 animate his own Men, and to brave the Enemy, 


_— 
| OTE 


Ince the writing of this Letter , is brought an Account of the 
Killed and Wounded, 

The number killed, amounting at the moſt to, between Seven 
and Eight hundered , 

And the V Vounded to be about as many - Beſides thoſe thas 
were loſt in the Royal Fames, 

The loſſes on the part of the Enemy, are in this particular , as 
inall others, kept very ſecret; only they do own from all hands, 
That they have had as many Men Killed and Wounded in this 
Engagment, as in any two Battles before, 
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